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herself to be driven into one concession after another,
but went at once as far as she intended to go. At
the same time the coercion applied to the Catholics,
while sufficient to influence the worldly-minded ma-
jority, was, during the early part of her reign, very
mild for those times. She wished no one to be
molested who did not go out of his way to invite It.
Outward conformity was all she wanted. And of this
mere attendance at church was accepted as sufficient
evidence. The principal difficulty, of course, was
with the clergy. From them more than a mere
passive conformity had to be exacted. To sign de-
clarations, take oaths, and officiate in church was a
severer strain on the conscience. It is said that less
than 200 out of 9400 sacrificed their benefices rather
than conform, and that of these about 100 were dig-
nitaries. The number must be under-stated ; for the
chief difficulty of the new bishops, for a long time,
was to find clergymen for the parish churches. But
we cannot doubt that the large majority of the parish
clergy stuck to their livings, remaining Catholics at
heart, and avoiding, where they could, and as long as
they could, compliance with the new regulations. It
must not be supposed that the enactment of religious
changes by Parliament was equivalent, as it would be
at the present day, to their immediate enforcement
throughout the country; especially in the north where
the great proprietors and justices of the peace did not
carry out the law. A certain number of the ejected
priests continued to celebrate the ancient rites privately
in the houses of the more earnest Catholics; for which
they were not unfrequently punished by imprisonment.